ABSTRACT. The structure of a f[nlte group having specified number of second and third maximal subgroups has been Investigated In the paper.
I. INTRODUCTION.
It is easy to see that a group G with exactly one maximal subgroup M is cyclic since the Frattlni subgroup @(G) coincides with M.
In this note the structure of groups having one/two/three second maximal subgroup and groups having one/two-thlrd maxlmal subgroups are investigated. All groups considered here are finite and the notations used are ali standard.
For the sake of completeness we mention below the following theorem or p-groups [Theorem 7.6, p. 304] in IIuppert [3] which will be used. THEOREM H. Let G be a p-group and suppose all abellan normal subgroups of G are cyclic.
Then, (a) G is cyclic if p > 2 (b) if p 2, G has a cyclic normal subgroup of index 2.
We will first characterize groups having the desired number of second maximal subgroups. The followlng lemmas will be required.
2. GENERAL RESULTS. But uv e K, and is therefore a p'element.
Hence PK -!-PK2 
